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him into a scarecrow for the benefit of his like.
What more, it may be asked, can we do with a
criminal? The obvious reply would be, reform him.
Although no one can doubt that reformation would
be an extremely good thing, wherever practicable, it
may be urged that the enterprise is exceedingly
difficult; that, in many cases, it is hopeless; and
that we might spend our money and our efforts to
better purpose upon more hopeful materials. And
yet, I think that the answer is the true one, if
properly understood, and will suggest the right
meaning to be given to the word " deterrence ". So
long as we consider the individual case alone, and
merely mean that we are giving motives to bad men
for refraining from particular lines of conduct, the
results, however desirable, are of limited value. But
if we consider deterrence as including or coinciding
with reformation, as indicating a part of the general
system of moral pressure by which the classes ex-
posed to temptation may be gradually raised in the
scale of civilisation, we recognise an acceptable
meaning. In fact, if we ask what is the deterring
influence of punishment, we must observe that
at one extreme it will always fail, or only induce a
bad man to take precautions against detection ; and
that, at the other end of the scale, there are a great
jnany cases in which it does not come into active